
Do you have at 
least 10 vehicles 

to replace?

Yes

No

Do you have the 
capacity to put 

together a 
competitive grant 

application?

Yes

No

Consider the EPA Clean School Bus Program 
Rebates, which require a minimum of 1 vehicle. 

Consider the EPA Clean School Bus  Program 
Rebates, which are awarded via lottery.

Check out our Resources Directory for technical 
assistance support with crafting a grant 

proposal for the EPA Clean Heavy-Duty Vehicle 
Program. 

Is your county on 
EPA’s list of 

disadvantaged 
communities?

Yes

No

Are you in a 
low-income, 
rural or Tribal 
community?

Consider the EPA 
Clean School Bus  
Program Rebates, 

which prioritize these 
communities.

Can you 
contribute 25% of 
the cost of a new 

electric school 
bus?

Yes

No

Check out our Resources Directory for other 
funding opportunities to meet the cost share of 
the EPA Clean Heavy Duty Vehicle Program. 

Contact your state or county, who could apply 
for the EPA Clean Heavy-Duty Vehicle 

Program on behalf of multiple school districts. 

Consider the EPA Clean School Bus  Program 
Rebates, which do not require 25% cost share.

Yes

No

Do you have 
experience with 
grants or electric 

school buses?

Consider the EPA Clean School Bus  Program 
Rebates, which do not evaluate past experience.

No

Yes

You can apply to either 
program, but you will not be 

prioritized for funding.

You are a great 
candidate for the 

EPA Clean 
Heavy-Duty 

Vehicle Program!

Talk to your electric utility 
and school board, activate 

your SAM.GOV and 
GRANTS.GOV accounts, 

and start working on your 
application!

Read through the Notice 
of Funding Opportunity to 

understand program 
guidelines and 
requirements.

The EPA Clean Heavy-Duty Vehicle Program launched in April 2024, with applications due July 25. 
The program is different from the pre-existing EPA Clean School Bus Program, which is expected to 
open a rebate funding round in fall 2024. School districts and other eligible applicants can use this 
guide to determine which program is best suited for their needs. 

Please note this is not official EPA guidance. Each applicant has their own merits and should make 
their decisions based on additional information and consultation with stakeholders. 

Which EPA School Bus Funding Program 
Is Right for My School Bus Fleet?

START HERE

The EPA Clean Heavy-Duty Vehicle 
Program is best for:
● Fleets seeking to transition 10 or 

more school buses
● Fleets looking to fund electric 

school bus deployment costs 
beyond the bus and charging 
station (e.g., staff time, 
consultants, etc.)

The EPA Clean School Bus 
Program rebates are best 
for:
● Smaller fleets
● Fleets that cannot 

guarantee cost share yet
● Fleets without grant 

writing capacity

electricschoolbuses4kids.org

Are you an 
applicant from a 

Tribe or territory?
Yes

No

Apply for the Clean Heavy-Duty Vehicle 
Program. Tribes and U.S. territories are exempt 

from vehicle minimums and cost-share 
requirements. EPA has also committed to 

granting at least 15 awards from these 
applicants. 

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1XL7FfYXT_91hU-acOHI7QtX_Eaizi6EH9trDSk_4FuM/edit
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-04/2024-clean-hd-veh-disadv-community-county-list-2024-03.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-04/2024-clean-hd-veh-disadv-community-county-list-2024-03.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-04/2024-clean-hd-veh-disadv-community-county-list-2024-03.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/clean-heavy-duty-vehicles-program
https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus

