
Is your school 
district on the 

EPA’s priority list 
for 2023?

Yes No

Is your county on 
the EPA’s list of 
areas with poor 

air quality?

Yes No

Are you on the EPA’s list 
of school districts that 
can self-certify all or 

part of their district as 
low-income?

Great! If selected, you would 
receive more funding per bus 
and you have an automatic 20 

points on your application.

Yes No

Can you access 
external funds you 
can contribute to 

this project?

Yes No

Important! School districts in 
areas with poor air quality get 
up to another 5 points in their 

application. 

That’s an 
advantage!

Have you had 
experience with 
federal grants in 
the last 3 years?

Yes No

Good! Applicants that can 
provide cost-share can receive 

up to another 15 points.

Excellent! Experience with 
federal grants, especially with 
good past performance and 

reporting, will add up to 
another 10 points to your score.

Do your staff or 
contractors have 
experience with 

electric school buses?

Yes No

This will also help your score 
with another 5 points, and will 

make deployment easier.

Do you have a plan for 
how to train and retain 

drivers and 
mechanics?

Yes No

Fantastic! That’s worth up to 5 
points, and will help the 
success of your project.

You are a great candidate 
for the 2023 Clean School 

Bus grants program! 

We encourage school 
districts in areas with 

poor air quality to apply 
for these funds, as they 
are most impacted by 

diesel pollution.

Are you sure? Have you 
reviewed our Resource 

Directory for other state, 
private or utility funding 

opportunities?

Not being able to 
provide cost-share isn’t 
a deal breaker for these 
grants, but it’s likely that 
the project will require 

additional support.

Are EPA Clean School Bus Program Grants or 
Rebates the better fit for my school district?

The Clean School Bus 
Program rebates might 
be a better opportunity 
for your school district. 
Easier application and 

experience isn’t a factor.

You could also contract 
with consultants or 

apply for grants through 
a third party that could 

provide federal grant 
experience to your 

project.

Getting expert advice 
will make your project 
more successful. You 

could contract 
consultants or apply 
through a third party 

that could provide 
electric school bus 
experience to your 

project.

The Clean School Bus 
Program rebates might 
be a better opportunity 
for your school district.

This is important to your 
project’s success. See 

our Resource Directory 
for help.

START HERE

For strong candidates to the 
2023 grants, here are other 
things we recommend:

● Read through the Notice 
of Funding Opportunity 
carefully. 

● If you don’t have a grant 
writer already, get 
technical assistance. 
Check out our Resource 
Directory for non-profit 
options. 

● If you don’t already have 
a relationship with your 
electric utility, reach out 
immediately. Utility 
support is critical and 
projects will not succeed 
without it. 

● Sign up for Clean School 
Bus Program news.

● Start setting up or 
activating your SAM.GOV 
and GRANTS.GOV 
accounts.

EVALUATION CRITERIA

1. Project Summary (10 points)

2. Environmental Results - 
Outputs, Outcomes and 
Performance Measures (15 
points)

3. Environmental Justice & 
Disadvantaged 
Communities - Low-Income, 
Rural & Tribal School 
Districts (25 points)

4. Project Location Air Quality - 
Nonattainment or 
Maintenance Areas (5 
points)

5. Programmatic Capability & 
Experience (15 points)

6. Long-Term Project 
Sustainability (10 points)

7. Workforce Development (5 
points)

8. Project Resilience to Climate 
Impacts (5 points)

9. Leveraging of Additional 
External Funds (15 points)

10. Budget (15 points) 

All public school 
districts are welcome to 

apply to the program, 
but priority school 

districts will receive 
additional points in their 

application and more 
funding per bus if 

selected.

School districts can use as a guide to understand what it takes to craft a competitive 
application for the EPA Clean School Bus Program 2023 grants, which require a 
comprehensive application with a competitive selection process. Single school districts 
can apply for 15-50 school buses, while third-party applicants (such as manufacturers, 
dealders, private bus fleets or nonprofit transportation associations) can apply for 50-100 
school buses. EPA will also open a lottery-based rebate funding opportunity this fall. 

Please note this is not official EPA guidance. Each school district has their own merits 
and should make their decisions based on additional information and consultation with 
stakeholders. School districts that do not want to submit a grant proposal on their own 
(or with fewer than 15 buses to replace) can partner with a Third-Party applicant.

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-04/fy23-csb-grant-priority-area-list-2023-04.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-04/fy23-csb-grant-priority-area-list-2023-04.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-04/fy23-csb-grant-priority-area-list-2023-04.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-04/fy23-csb-prioritized-detailed-list-2023-04.xlsx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XL7FfYXT_91hU-acOHI7QtX_Eaizi6EH9trDSk_4FuM/edit#
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XL7FfYXT_91hU-acOHI7QtX_Eaizi6EH9trDSk_4FuM/edit#
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XL7FfYXT_91hU-acOHI7QtX_Eaizi6EH9trDSk_4FuM/edit#
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-04/2023-csb-grant-nofo-4-20-23.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-04/2023-csb-grant-nofo-4-20-23.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XL7FfYXT_91hU-acOHI7QtX_Eaizi6EH9trDSk_4FuM/edit#heading=h.lgl8fr4ateht
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XL7FfYXT_91hU-acOHI7QtX_Eaizi6EH9trDSk_4FuM/edit#heading=h.lgl8fr4ateht
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/dgrhRed/cleanschoolbus
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/dgrhRed/cleanschoolbus

